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In the biblical tradition, a Jubilee was a joyous occasion, maugurated by a trumpet
blast resounding throughout the land. We are aware that the cries of the earth and of

the poor have become even louder and more painful in recent years. At the same
time, we also withess how the Holy Spirit is inspiring individuals and communities
around the world to come together to rebuild our common home and defend the
most vulnerable in our midst.

We see the gradual emergence of a great mobilisation of people from below and
from the peripheries who are generously working for the protection of the land and of
the poor. We rejoice to see how young people and communities, particularly
indigenous commmunities, are on the frontlines in responding to the ecological crisis.
They are calling for a Jubilee for the earth and a new beginning, aware that ‘things
can change” (LS, 13).

We also rejoice to see how the Laudato Si’ Special Anniversary Year is inspiring many
initiatives at local and global levels for the care of our common home and the poor.
This year should lead to long-term action plans to practise integral ecology in our
families, parishes and dioceses, religious orders, our schools and universities, our
healthcare, business and agricultural institutions, and many others as well.

We rejoice too that faith communities are coming together to create a more just,
peaceful and sustainable world. We are particularly happy that the Season of Creation
is becoming a truly ecumenical initiative. Let us continue to grow in the awareness
that we all live in a common home as members of a single family.

Let us all rejoice that our loving Creator sustains our humble efforts to care for the
earth, which is also God's home where his Word “became flesh and lived among us”
(In 1:14) and which is constantly being renewed by the outpouring of the Holy Spirit.
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